October 30, 1987 


NATIONAL 
UNIVERSITIES WEEK 


John H. Noordhof 


Redeemer College participated in 
National Universities’ Week by Staging a 
number of events during the past week. On 
Monday, there was an open house for the 
general community. Visitors could browse 
through hundreds of books for sale (after 
the theology vultures swooped their prey), 
watch students busy in art rooms, hear 
them perform on stage, and just walk 
through the building. 

On Thursday, the Frances Schaeffer 
Film series began. The films portray the 
decline of western thought and culture 
from the fall of Rome to the tragic 
twentieth century. To counter this gloom, 
Schaeffer offers positive personal choices 
for the future. 

The traditional Senior Citizen’s Day 
was also held on Thursday. Many of these 
Seniors were the first to establish Christian 
education at the elementary level. Now 
they can enjoy the fruit of their labour as it 
is manifested at the college level.They 
could enjoy the singing of the choir and 
listening to the completed organ. 


CHRISTIAN 
RECONSTRUCTION 


John H. Noordhof 


The Kingdom of God is a key motif in 
Reformed theologies as well as a focus on 
political responsibility. For that reason, 
the development of a Christian 
Reconstruction Movement is of interest to 
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our particular community. The 
Contemporary Religious Situation Class 
had two speakers in: Dr. Clark Pinnock, a 
Professor of Theology at McMaster 
Divinity College, and Mr. Arnold Jagt, a 
follower of the movement, to deal with this 
issuc. 

The basic thrust of this movement is 
for Christians to govern society through 
God’s law, in which they include the 
Mosaic law (in which, for example, one 
stones incorrigible children). While the 
movement is small, it has wide influence 
on general issues. They have a very 
limited view of the state. Education should 
be the task of parents. There should be no 
prisons; rather, restitution should be 
immediate. On foreign policy, they insist 
godliness creates wealth, and ungodliness 
creates poverty. 

In a lively debate in which Mr. Jagt 
refused to concede any point, many 
criticisms were made. A _ key issue is 
whether the complete Mosaic law which 
was geared to a static, rural society can be 
directly applied to a dynamic, modern, 
industrial society. It became clear that the 
Reconstructionists do ignore some of the 
Mosaic laws, but the speaker refused to 
acknowledge that a hermeneutics was used 
to attain this. A second key issue is one of 
perfectionism. The movement assumes it 
can establish the Kingdom of God in earth 
through a gradual process (rather than by 
revolution); that is, it hold to a 
post-millenial view of Christ's return. 

While the discussion was at times 
frustrating on the part of the audience, it 
was nevertheless stimulating. the topic 
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EDITORIAL 


Mistake Raises Key Issues 


John H. Noordhof 

The Crown wishes to apologize for the 
misunderstanding and anguish that the 
advertisement for the dance caused, both to 
its organizers and to college officials. I 
want to make it absolutely clear that the 
official policy of the college is not to 
sponsor student dances nor permit them on 
campus. (Since the dance advertised for is 
organized by students on their own time 
and off campus, the College recognizes it 
can legally do nothing about it.) However, 
the College does feel that dancing is 
inappropriate for Christians to do. Since 
the Crown is considered to be a College 
publication, albeit at the student level, it 
was felt that the Crown should abide by 
college policy. This we did not do, and I 
take the responsibility for it. 

This unfortunate incident, however, 
raises two important questions that we as a 
college community must openly = and 
honestly deal with. The first issue is the 
role of the Crown: how does it function in 
the college? What does it mean that-it is 
the voice of students, an _ outlet of 
independent views? The second issue 
involves the ethical issue of dancing in 
particular and Christian life style in 
general. 

The first issue, the role of this paper, 
involves the balance of freedom of 
expression and that of responsibility. The 
Crown is not the official publication of 
Redeemer College (Reflections does that 
job.) Nor is it its job to maintain a "pure" 
image of this place. Instead, the Crown is a 
student paper, to voice student concerns 
and to be the avenue of communication 
between students. Thus, when an ad for an 
event to which the majority of students 
will go to is barred, is this avenue being 
denied? Of course, journalistic inegrity and 
Christian values cannot be violated. Have 
they been? I will not answer this question; 
instead, I ask for your input. How do you 
see this newspaper functioning in our 
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college setting? 

3 The first issue leads naturally to the 
second one. If the Crown cannot advertise 
foradance, we must ask _ ourselves 
why. Clearly the College must feel that 
dancing is inconsistent with a Christian 
lifestyle. We must not immediately dismiss 
that attitude as old-fashioned; rather we 
must ask, is the way we dance at this 
particular event really obeying the call to 
holiness? Having discussed this issue 
among various people, including a debate at 
the high school level, a number of real 
concerns come to my mind which put the 
validity of dancing in question. First, will 
alcohol be involved? Quite. often drinking 
and dancing go together. What is being 
done to prevent this? Second, what kind of 
music are we listening to? Can we truly 
glorify god by dancing to "secular" music? 
(This point raises the general issue of rock 
music in’ general, which is a_ valid 
concern.) Third, what kind of atmosphere 
are we creating with loud music and dim, 
pulsing lights? Does this foster "troth" 
relationships? In raising these questions, I 
do not propose to settle the issue. What is 
clear is that we need discernment and 
wisdom. Have we bought into the world so 
much that these questions are no longer 
raised? Are we losing our souls to the 
world? 

These are difficult questions and 
perhaps the arguments on the two issues 
seem contradictory. What I ask for is your 
input. The Crown is a forum in which we 
can discuss items such as these. My 
mailbox awaits your reply. 


LETTER TO THE 
EDITOR 


"It Just Ain’t So" 


In response to Lloyd Rang’s and Chris 
Vriend’s articles of October 2 and 16 
respectively I feel a few comments are in 
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order. The attitude that is expressed in 
both of these articles, as I interpret them, 
concern me as they seem to point to an 
attitude that resigned disgust is a better 
attitude than banging our heads against an 
administration that does what it wants 
irrespective of student wishes or needs. 
First, to deal with the issue at hand, 
we need some accurate information. Many 
of our complaints arise when we do not 
have the information we need. Truth can 
dispell a lot of rumours. For example, the 
prices in the foodstore were not intended to 
be some form of control. The intention was 
to teach students some idea of what the 
food costs in the store. Yes, the prices are 
higher than supermarkets, but Redeemer 
doesn’t have the bulk buying power of 
Miracle Food Mart. Some of the prices are 
higher than a Mac’s Milk, but is it an 
intentional effort by Betty VanderStelt and 
Mrs. Verrips to, pull a fast one on the 
students and insult our intelligence? A 
careless error in math? Not enough 
information to tell us what is happening? 
Perhaps. What was intended to be 
educational and beneficial to the students 
is perceived as being some sort of plot on 
the administration’s part. Yes, the 
administration makes mistakes. Sometimes 
they do things that are selfish. (Something 
we ourselves sometimes do.) I do not think 
they are incompetent. (Look at what has 
been accomplished at this place in six short 
years.) And I do _ not think the 
administration ignores the needs and wants 
of the students in their decision-making 
process. I hear them say things like, 
"Anything I can do to help" or "Even call 
me at home if there is a problem" and 
"Let’s keep working to make Redeemer a 
better place." More variety in food stuffs 


(waffles, stewing beef, chicken and beef 
pies, lemon pie mix, muffin mix, etc.) have 
come this year because students have 
pointed out deficiencies and_ the 
administration has responded with change. 
Requests for snacks like chips and peanuts 
won’t come because the food store can’t 
afford such items. We don’t get everything 
we ask for, but administration does respond 
to student concerns. I think the 
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assumption that Chris made __ that 
complaints do nothing is inaccurate and 
Lloyd’s belief that change came because 
people threatened to drop out of the food 
plan is also wrong. 

Some things that we should keep in 
mind when dealing with administration: 
1) Find out accurate information. A lot of 
uninformed people flap their mouths about 
campus. Ask your student rep on the 
committees responsible or the Student 
Council to find out or point you to the 
person who can give answers or bring about 
change. 
2) Let those who are in charge know when 
they are doing a good job. People like to 
put forth effort for those they know 
appreciate it. Procedures don’t change as 
easily if people have said that they like 
them. 
3) Redeemer College is a young 
institution. Policies and procedures will 
change when we find the best way to do 
things and hire full-time staff to put them 
into practice year after year. 
4) Change takes time. Also, don’t be so 
sure that your way is the right way. Don’t 
we all see through the glass dimly? 
5) Work WITH the administration for the 
common goal of bringing honour to the 
Lord by making Redeemer a better place. 
Nobody wins if you are after scalps rather 
than solution. Let’s not base our call to 
make Redeemer a better place on, "We 
deserve better because we pay for it." God, 
not our dollar bills, calls the administration 
to serve the student body effectively. 
7) PRAY about problems. I wonder how 
different Redeemer might be if we spent as 
much time praying about our problems as 
we do complaining? Let’s channel our 
concern about problems and deficiencies 
into constructive means. This school has a 
lot of good things, but we can do better. 

These are some thoughts. Take wha! 
you think is useful and dump the rest. Go' 
some ideas on how we can _ improve 
Redeemer? Let Student Council know, 0! 


write the Crown. 


Yours truly, Ross Taylor 
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FINANCE COMMITTEE 
REPORT 


Ray DeBoer 


On October 15, 1987 the following 
budget for the 1987-88 school term was 
passed by Students’ Council. The purpose 
of this report is to make you more aware of 
what the business section of Students’ 
Council is doing, which, at the same time, 
should show what Students’ Council is 
involved in. This year Students’ Council 
must adhere to a strict budget to overcome 
the debt. 

Redeemer College Students’ Council 
Budget 

for the 1987-88 School Term 
Balance Forward $2588 
Student Fees (1) 16020 
Sale of Vanding Machines(2) 1800 


Snack Food Revenue(2) _ 500 
Total Revenue $20908 
Less: Debt Financing(3) 3431 
TV Rental(4) 532 _3963 
Total Cash Available 16945 
Less Expenditures: 
Yearbook 1987-88(5) 4600 
Yearbook 1986-87(6) §32 
Bursury(7) 1000 
Crown(8) 675 
Student Pictures(9) 2388 
Clubs(10)- Kitizein 210 
-Science 150 
-Pre-Sem 250 
Child Care(11) 400 
Banquet(12) 1100 
Last Supper(13) 1100 
Activities(14) 500 


Volunteer Committee(15) 850 
Pool Table(16) 1660 
Foosball Table Repair(17) 150 


Remuneration(18) _ 630 
Office Supplies 100 
Typewriter Costs(19) 150 
Women’s Hockey(20) 200 
Rec. Centre Magazines 200 
Miscellaneous 100 


_ Total Expenditures 
Surplus (Deficit) 
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Notes: 

1. Of the $100 Student Activity Fee which 
each students pays, $60 goes to Students’ 
Council (SC), $10 Student Life, $30 
athletics. 

2. SC owned 2 pop machines and a snack 
machine. It was decided to sell the 
machines because SC would receive 15% of 
the revenue from the vending machine 
company whether we owned the machines 
or not. Rather than tying up our capital in 
the machines, it would be smarter to sell 
them at the best available price. It was 
decided that it would be easier to have a 
company look after repairs and stocking the 
machines. The 2 pop machines we 
presently have belong to a_ vending 
machine company as well as the snack 
machine which will stay here once they 
purchase it. 

3. SC had a debt of $4116 to the College, 
which was to be paid in 3 years at $1372 
each year beginning last year. This year’s 
SC must pay $1372 for this year and last 
year as well as an additional $686 because 
the vending machines were sold. As a 
result SC had to pay $3431 of the loan 
(83%). Next year’s SC will only have to 
pay $686 to clear the council of any loans. 
4. SC rents the large screen TV and the 
VCR in the Rec. Centre for $266/semester 
from the College. 

5. Over 25% of your $60 goes towards the 


‘printing costs of this year’s yearbook. 


6. Last year’s yearbook is still being 
completed. The yearbook needs another 
$700; however, only $532 was available so 
the remainder may have to come from 
fundraising or if additional funds are made 
available as the year progresses. 

7. SC will award a $500 bursury to 2 
students who perform volunteer work over 
the summer. 

8. SC sponsors the publication costs of the 
Crown. 

9. Each colour photo package that each 
student receives costs SC almost $9. A 
question has been raised as to whether SC 
should pay for the photo package because 
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each student will have received 4 packages 
plus grad photos over 4 years. SC would 
like to provide the student with the option 
of purchasing the package themselves 
when they are receiving their ID and 
directory pictures. 
10. Expenses for speakers, transportation 
costs, films, etc. for clubs that meet the 
definition made by SC are funded by SC. 
ll. To offset the deficit of the Child Care 
Centre which provides a service to the 
students. 
12. Yes, we pay $1100 for the banquet! 
Would you believe that last year’s $13 
tickets only covered the cost per plate. 
The costs of the hall, decorations, etc. are 
all paid for by your SC. 
13. The communal meal on the very last 
day of school is paid for by SC. 
14. SC will provide coffee after several 
chapels as well as cover costs such as the 
display at the Ancaster Fair, Thanksgiving 
decorations, etc. 
15. The transportation costs of volunteers 
are paid for by SC and the trip to Montreal 
will be subsidized by SC. Any residual 
funds from the volunteer committee budget 
at the end of the school term will go to a 
charitable organization. 
16. SC purchased the new slate pool table 
that is in the Rec. Centre (installation, 
accessories included). 
17. By the time you read this, SC should 
have new men and various other parts for 
the Foosball Table. 
18. Token salaries for your hard-working 
executives: Prez $130, VP $100, Sec $100, 
Treas $100, and dinner for all SC members 
$200. 
19. The typewriters in Room 245 are 
owned by SC for the use of the students. 
SC provides for cartridges and repairs. 
20. SC has agreed to subsidize costs such 
as ice rental, and _ transportation for 
women’s hocket. Next year it is hoped they 
can be classified as an intramural team and 
be funded by Student Life. 
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SPEAKER FROM PAGE 1 


pointed out that we can never fully 
establish the kingdom here on earth anc 
that we must maintain the tension that 
exists for being in the "between" times 
The motif of pilgrimmage is to be 
emphasized, or we can be lead to a utopian 
perfectionism. 


come 
Out to 


THE TOWN HALL MEETING 


WHEN: Thursday, November Sth 
WHERE: In the auditorium after chapel 
WHAT’S IT ALL ABOUT: Any issue 
want to bring to Students’ Council fo 
open discussion. 


Be sure to fill out your Student Com: 
Sheet and bring it to the Student Cor 
office. We would appreciate your in 
By the way, we take praise as well! 
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Holy Spirit Conference : 
Renewal? Reformed? 


Theo Hoekstra 

What can be said about Christians of all 
ages and several donominations meeting 
together to seek the power of the Holy 
Spirit and ask it to be the guiding force in 
their lives? Is it renewal? The answer is a 
very emphatic but qualified "Yes !". In 
John 13: 1-20 we are given a graphic 
example of the kind of life we are to live. 
It is one of service to each other counting 
the other better than ourselves. In verse 17 
Jesus says: "If you know these things, 
blessed are you if you do them." For a 
person to desire to give the Spirit free reign 
and to claim its full power in his/her life is 
proof that the Spirit is stirring and working 
in that person’s life already. In that sense 
the Holy Spirit conferences are a definite 
sign of renewal for many people. However, 
the proof is in the pudding. 

The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, fathfulness, 
gentleness, self-control (Galatians 5:22). It 
is in our fellowship, dialogue, and worship 
together that this renewal will be tested. 
Will it lead to greater service, humility, 
patience, gentleness, self-control? Will it 
build bridges or create gulfs? This is not 
meant as a basis for blaming future strife in 
the church on those who wish to worship 
more visibly in their emotions but if this 
emphasis on the Spirit does not lead 
beyond a more charismatic worship to 
greater healing and encouragement for all 
our brothers and sisters in the faith, then I 
wonder if it is not just another form of 
self-centeredness because our form of 
worship is a cultural given. What is 
important about form of worship is that 
those who wish to worship contrary to the 
style presently practiced in their church 
will feel frustrated. This being so, 
sensitivity and self-sacrifice will be 
necesary on the part of all of us if we are to 
worship God in Spirit and in Truth. Let 
none of us justify our form of worship with 
“That’s the way we've always done it"; 
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neither let us be impetuous and demand 
change for self gratification. 

Perhaps a far more searching question is 
are we claiming the full power of the 
Spirit? For example, what about healing ? 
Paul says "...1s anyone sick, let him go to 
the elders." The elders are charged to offer 
special prayer and to anoint with oil, and I 
fail to see how the rise of modern medicine 
has replaced this injunction. There are 
those who will not be cured, and we will 
continue to use medicine, but there are 
many physical ailments that have spiritual 
sources and we must not deny God the 
opportunity to work also miracles in our 
midst for the strengthening of our faith. 
Let us not fear failure, but only be obedient 
and let God work as He will. 

The last point I would like to consider 
is a serious caution. Much is being made of 
living according to an inner voice. NMany 
decisions we make _ should be made 
prayerfully and it may be that some will act 
according to an inner voice if it does not 
directly contradict the Bible, but to claim 
direct inspiration from God for your 
decisions because you believe you are 
listening to His voice can easily lead to 
blindness and excess. While it may stem 
from a desire to know that we are serving 
God and not ourselves, it can and I believe 
does lead to a reduction of personal 
responsibility for our actions and therefore 
a less critical analysis of them. If the inner 
voice speaks differently to several people 


working on the same project, let us hope 


thay are all willing to take a second look. 
In the meantime, let us continue to pray for 
God’s guiding hand. | 


P.S. A question for each of us to consider: 
aside from drawing participants mainly 
from the Reformed churches, exactly what 
was Reformed about the conference? Or is 
this question beside the point? Let us try 
to examine this in the next_Crown, 
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MEDITATION 


Dick Kievit 
Phil. 3:10: "I want to know Christ and the 
power of his resurrection and_ the 


fellowship of sharing in his suffering ...." 


In his letter to the Colossians, Paul 
exhorts the Church to beware of "hollow 
and deceptive philosophy", for by these 
Satan seeks to capture our minds. Over 
against the wisdom of this world, Paul 
preaches Christ crucified, even though this 
is considered folly by the Gentiles. 

Paul is not ashamed to be known as a 
fool for Christ’s sake. Though he had 
wealth and honour at his bidding, being 
born a Roman citizen in the university city 
and cultural center of Tarsus, and educated 
under a most distinguished doctor of the 
law in Jerusalem, he relinquished all 
opportunities for “self-realization” for a 
life of self-denial and suffering. In fact, 
during his Third Missionary Tour he boasts 
of the imprisonments, beatings, dangers, 
toils, hardships, hunger, anxieties, and the 
like, which he has endured for Christs’s 
sake. | 

What philosophy, one may ask, can 
compel a man to surrender his own will and 
deny himself for a life of suffering? What 
power contributed to the tremendous zeal 
of Paul, in that while he was imprisoned at 
last in Rome, he was still "hard-pressed" 
between his desire to depart and be with 
Christ, and to live and suffer for Him? 

The answer, according to Paul himself, 
does not live in any system of philosophy, 
but rather in the person of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and in particular in His crucifixion. 
Even though Christ was despised, hated, 
abused, stripped, scorned, mocked, 
rejected, tortured, and crucified by those 
who saw no beauty in Him, the aged apostle 
writes to the Philippians when imprisoned 
in Rome of having renounced everything 
which before he held so dearly for "the 
surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus 
my Lord." : 

To Paul, the knowledge of Chrst was 
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so excellent that it far surpassed all his 
present sufferings. To the Gentiles, the 
crucifixion of Christ is folly, but to those 
who believe on Him, it is the power of God 
over sin. Having died with Christ unto 
himself, and having been freed from the 
bondage of sin and raised unto newness of 
life by the power of Christ’s resurrection, 
Paul sought to share in the sufferings of 
Christ, that he might also attain unto the 
resurrection of the dead. 

The folly does not lie with those who 
take up the cross, deny themselves, and 
follow Christ, but rather with those who 
persist in their sins. What does it mean to 
us when we wish to be known as 
Christians? Have we crucified our old 
sinful nature and have we been raised with 
Him unto new life? Then we will be freed 
from the bondage of sin and walk in 
newness of life, dying daily with Paul unto 
ourselves. | 

If persecution, hardship, reproach, and 
suffering are not part of our experience 
now, they may be so in the future. 
Suffering is the inevitable result of taking 
up the cross. But let not the judgement of 
the world deter you from being a fool for 
Christ’s sake, "for the foolishness of God is 
wiser than men." Therefore, let every one 
say, "For to me to live is Christ, and to die 
is gain!" 


The Crown is the Redeemer College 
newspaper designed to be a source of 
information and education, and a voice for 
the students of Redeemer College. We 
invite the students, staff, and faculty to 
read and contribute to this paper. The 
Opinions expressed in this paper are not 
necessarily those of the student body, 
fasculty, or adminstration. 


Editor: John H. Noordhof 

Faculty Advisor: Robert Malarkey 

Copy: Bill Fledderus and Ken DeVries 

Typist: Helena Dryfhout 

VIP’s: Ray DeBoer, Theo Hoekstra, Dick 
Kievit, Grace Sikma 
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WOMEN’S SPORTS 


Grace Sikma 


The Women’s soccer season finally 
came to a close with a final exhibition 
game against George Brown College in 
Toronto. The team travelled east to its 
final win in the big T.O. on Friday, October 
2. A big thank you goes out to the whole , 
varsity team for their time and effort as REDEEMER ROYALS 
well as to Jamie VanSpronsen and Barb eee oe ila tee 
Vanderhout for their shared abilities. 

For some women, soccer cleats were _VARSITY_ICE HOCKEY SCHEDULE 87/88 
stored away and light court shoes taken out 
into the air for the women’s volleyball 


season which has been in progression for Oct. 17  Brandford at Redeemer 
_ several weeks already. The team has been 30 Redeemer at Burlington 

chosen and consists of 12 players--ten, of * 31 Jarvis at Redeemer 

whom will be dressed in uniform for 

individual games and for tournaments. The Nov. 5 Redeemer at Hami1ton 

team has been doing a variety of skill 6 Redeemer at Burlington 

testers and stamina builders in order to get 7 York at Redeemer 

into shape for the upcoming tournament 14 Redeemer at York 

this Saturday in Toronto at George Brown. 21 Redeemer at Brantford 

They also played against Hamilton District 26 Redeemer at Brantford 

Christian High during a practise and 28 Redeemer at Cambridge 


realized from the scrimage how much more 
work they have ahead of them before they 
hit the OCAA finals in mid-February! 


Jan. 9 Redeemer at Cambridge 


FINAL MEN’S SOCCER | 16 Hamilton at Redeemer 
- 21 #£xBrantford at Redeemer 
STANDINGS | 23 Burlington at Redeemer 
lington Redeemer 
Ontario Colleges AA ite See 
West Division Feb. 6 Redeemer at York 
FINAL | 13. York at Redeemer 
18 Redeemer at Jarvis 


W LT F A P 20 Jarvis at Redeemer 
Seneca 6 1 5 27 9 7 27 Hamilton at Redeemer 
Conestoga 6 2 4 27 15 16 
Mohawk 6 3 3 29 8 15 
Fanshawe 6 3 3 21 23 15 
Sheridan 5 3 4 31 15 14 
George Brown 2 6 3 15 17 7 
Redeemer 0 12 O 3 68 O 


